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The Inland Pacific Northwest soils have been
considered some of the richest soils of the
world. Recently, soil quality concerns have
developed, as there are reports of severely
reduced soil pH levels (< 4.0 pH) in the
uppermost 12” of the soil profile and cases of
total production loss in some fields. It has been
assumed that these are isolated cases and
attributed to soils of high rainfall, formerly
forested, or no-till soils and not representative
of the general region. Following some previous
intense and precise soil sampling in Columbia

What we have learned so far

 Observed soil pH levels (in the top 12 inches)
have decreased significantly over time. Sample
reports with soil pH as low as 4.2 in the (3-6”)
seed zone.

* Soil pH levels have dropped significantly since
Dr. Mahler’s survey work in 1980.

* Available Aluminum begins with a soil pH of about
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